
Alex Waterman  
Cellist, composer, writer and curator. 

Tel: ++1 646 239 2384 

cellust@gmail.com 

 

EDUCATION 

PhD candidate in Historical Musicology at New York University; expected in 2011/12. 
 
M.Mus. Composition and Performance, Royal Conservatory The Hague, 2002 

 
Composition Studies: Richard Barrett and Konrad Boehmer 
Computer/Electronic Music Studies: Paul Berg, Kees Tazelaar, and Joel Ryan 
Examiners: Dick Raaijmakers, Stan Tempelaars, Konrad Boehmer, and Richard Barrett 

B.Mus., Performance, Oberlin Conservatory, 1998 

 

Cello studies with: Andor Toth Jr.  
Baroque cello and Viola da Gamba: Catherina Meints 
Composition: Randolph Coleman 
Principle cellist of the Oberlin Orchestra for 2 years. 
Solo appearances with the Contemporary Music Ensemble under conductor Tim Weiss.  

Additional studies  

 

Universiteit van Amsterdam (Film and Art History), 1996-97 
Private cello studies with Frances Marie Uitti in Amsterdam 1996-97 
Private lessons with George Neikrug at Boston University, Summer 1995 
 
Masterclasses: 
Yo Yo Ma, Frances Marie Uitti, Anner Bylsma, Emerson String Quartet, Eugene Lehner, Felix 
Galimir, Rostislav Dubinsky, and Louis Andriessen. 

 

MAJOR PERFORMANCES, BROADCASTS AND EXHIBITIONS 

 
Performances: 

 

Movement Research Fall Festival, with Katie Duck, K.J. Holmes and Justin Morrison. November 
30th, 2007. 
 
Darmstadt at Galapagos, In C by Terry Riley, November 29th, 2007. 
 
Tenri Cultural Institute NYC, Either/Or Ensemble, November 9th, 2007. 
 
Transit Festival- Leuven, Belgium, Plus Minus Ensemble, featuring a solo performance by Alex 
Waterman. October 27th, 2007. 
 
Ultima Festival-Oslo, Norway, Plus Minus Ensemble, October 5th, 2007. 
 
Between Thought and Sound-Graphic Notation in Contemporary Music, co-curated by Alex 
Waterman, Deb Singer and Matthew Lyons. 7 week exhibition running from September 7th-October 
20th, 2007. The four performances featured Either/Or Ensemble, Ne(x)tworks, Composers Inside 



Electronics, and Marina Rosenfeld, Alison Knowles, Jennifer Choi, and Alex Waterman. Catalogue 
to be published in January of 2008. More info: www.thekitchen.org. 
 
Issue Project Room, Alex Waterman with Anthony Coleman, Chris Mann and David Watson, August 
10th, 2007. 
 
Agapē at Miguel Abreu Gallery. July series of four performances and the birthday party for Marcel 
Duchamp (I am 120). Featured Charles Curtis, Anthony Coleman, Robert Ashley, Chris Mann, 
Alison Knowles, and others. More info at www.miguelabreugallery.com. The event was also 
featured on Alison Knowles’s “Top Ten” for Artforum magazine in their September 2007 issue.  
 
National Portrait Gallery London, Plus Minus Ensemble. June 13th, 2007.  
 
Agapē- an exhibition of music and poetics, curated by Alex Waterman. Opening on June 3rd with a 
performance and lecture by Alex Waterman. 7 performances throughout June and Julyand a 
catalogue edited by Alex Waterman and designed by Will Holder, accompanied the exhibition of 
musical notation and poetic works.  
 
The Stone NYC, Andrea Parkins and Alex Waterman, May 31st, 2007. 
 
Brand Upon the Brain! by Guy Maddin, live performance of silent film with music, Foley artists and 
interlocutors, at Village East Cinema, NYC. Performed by Sospeso Ensemble with: Isabella 
Rossellini, Crispin Glover, Laurie Anderson, Lou Reed, and John Ashbery and others. May 9th-15th, 
2007.  
 
Either/Or Ensemble Festival, at Tenri Cultural Center, March 6th and 7th 2007.  
 
Diapason Gallery NYC, with Michael J. Schumacher and Chris Mc Intyre, March 3rd, 2007. 
 
Monaco Dance Festival, performance of Dans le Jardin in the Opera House of Monaco with Michael 
Schumacher, December 16th, 2006. 
 
Rational Rec- Five Year Anniversary Celebration with Plus Minus Ensemble and guests, Bethnal 
Green Working Men’s Club. December 5th, 2006.  
 
Cutting Edge Festival-performance with Plus Minus Ensemble, at the Warehouse, London, England. 
November 30th, 2007 
 
Taktlos Festival Bern, Switzerland, Marina Rosenfeld, Anthony Coleman and Alex Waterman, 
November 17th, 2006.  
 
Dartmouth College, Solo recital, October 25th, 2006. 
 
Premiere of Brand Upon the Brain! By Guy Maddin, Sospeso Ensemble with the actress Isabella 
Rossellini at the New York Film Festival, Lincoln Center, October 15th, 2006. 
 
Issue Project Room, Solo concert, October 13th, 2006.  
 
Thea Westreich and Ethan Wagner’s loft, NYC, Solo recital,  September 27th, 2006. 
 
Sculpture Center New York, with Gareth James, Zach Layton, and Christine Bard, September 24th, 
2006. 
 
Recording with Zap Mama for the record Supermoon, released 2007. 
 
Workshops and performances with Magpie Music and Dance Company, Amsterdam, Holland, 
August, 28th-September, 1st 2006.  
 



Festival de Huy, Belgium, with Ghalia Benali. August 23rd, 2006.  
 
Huis te Linschoten, Holland, performances of chamber music, musical theater and solo works 
taking place in a Dutch castle, August 1st-20th 2006. 
http://www.huistelinschoten.nl/glamorousnight.html 
 
Solo Performances at Scorched Earth and Dexter Sinister-celebrating the release of Dot Dot Dot 
Magazine Issue 13, and opening of Dexter Sinister bookstore. June 30th 2006.  
 
Marina Rosenfeld and Alex Waterman, at The Stone, NYC. June 17th, 2006. 
 
STEPS Festival Switzerland, 12 performances throughout Switzerland of Dans le Jardin, conceived 
by Alex Waterman and Michael Schumacher (Feld Ballet, Frankfurt Ballet).  
 
Bent Festival New York City, with Dafna Naphtali and Benton C. Bainbridge, April 23rd, 2006.  
 
Princeton University, Ned Rothenberg, Gerry Hemingway, Alex Waterman Trio, performance at. 
April 19th, 2006.  
 
Stanford University, Plus Minus Ensemble residency. Performances and readings of student 
compositions. January 17-23, 2006. 
 
Holland Dance Festival 2005, The Six Suites. Performed the entire Six Suites of J.S. Bach in a 
performance I conceived together with Michael Schumacher for seven of the greatest dancers and 
choreographers in Europe: Dana Caspersen (Frankfurt Ballet/William Forsyth), Tim Percent, Vaclav 
Kunes (NDTII, National Dutch Ballet), Masako Noguchi (Deja Donne, Magpie), Katie Duck, Cora 
Bos-Kroese (National Dutch Ballet), and Michael Schumacher (soloist, formerly with William 
Forsyth and Frankfurt Ballet, and Twyla Tharp).  Performed 29th and 30th October 2005 in the 
Royal Theater, The Hague, Holland. 
http://hollanddance.plant.nl/hdf192.php 

 Sculpture Center New York, solo performance of Circles: work in progress, as part of a program 
curated by “Cinema Zero.” November 22, 2005. 

 
Plus Minus Ensemble at the Bach Festival in Bremen. Premiered  “A Vanity Affair” by Thomas 
Meadowcroft and Alex Waterman on this program. Additional performances in Brussels at 
Nadine/Plateau. March 2005 

 Villa Aurora-Los Angeles, completed work on “A Vanity Affair” with composer Thomas 
Meadowcroft. The premiere took place at CalArts. March 2005.  

 

Lyons Biennale 2004, Dans le Jardin. Performances during four days in the garden of the Musee 
des Beaux Arts Lyons, France, together with dancer Michael Schumacher (Frankfurt Ballet, Twyla 
Tharp, etc.).  
 
Ghalia Benali, performances in the Arenberg Schouwburg Antwerp and Flagey Concert hall 
Brussels, Palais des Beaux Arts Bruxelles, Tabarka World Music Festival-Tabarka, Tunisia. 2003-
2005. New Recording coming out in 2006 on “PIAS.”  

 Brakke Grond-Amsterdam, performance with Yves de Mey, Steve Heather and Alex Waterman, 
January 2005 

 
Henneman String Quartet, tours in Slovenia, Sweden, Russia and Holland following the release of 
the DVD, Strepen 2004. Toured Canada in the summer of 2004 with bassist Mark Helias, including 
Vancouver and Toronto Jazz Festivals and also performed in New York.  

 Heaven is a Radio, music by Alex Waterman, dance and choreography by Michael Schumacher, 
Frascati Theater (NES) Amsterdam. January 2003. 

 Blue Note Festival-@ SMAK Gent, Belgium, Trio Celine (Jean-Yves Evrard, Eric Thielemans and 
Alex Waterman). 



 Keith Rowe Electroacoustic Ensemble, performing Treatise by Cornelius Cardew, at the Happy New 
Ears Festival-Kortrijk, Recyclart Festival-Brussels, and Instant Chavires-Paris. Autumn 2003. 

 

Connexxive with Vera Mantero, a festival and gathering of choreographers, musicians and critics 
around the work of Portuguese choreographer and artist Vera Mantero at Vooruit-Gent, Belgium. 
Included: Steve Paxton, Meg Stuart, Andre Lepecki, DJ Olive, Christian Fennesz, and Alex 
Waterman with Yves de Mey.  

 Festival van Vlanderen 2003- Mechelen, Eavesdropper and Waterman.  

 
Kaai Theater International Improvisation Festival 2001, three performances with the renowned 
dancers Steve Paxton and Katie Duck, with guests Boris Charmatz, David Hernandez and David 
Zambrano. 

 

Concertgebouw Brugge 2002-2004 
CD release concert for Eavesdropper and Waterman 
American Air Festival 
Performances with Champs d’Action, weeklong residency during the Brugge 2002 Festival.  

 Doek Festival 2005, Amsterdam. Performed with Cor Fuhler Quintet, including Michael Moore and 
Steve Heather.  

 
Plus Minus Ensemble, performances at The Cutting Edge Festival London, Huddersfield 
Contemporary Music Festival, Bach Festival Bremen, Nadine-Brussels, and Stanford University. 
2003-2006.  

 

Ensembles with whom I have worked: 
Plus Minus (London), Either/Or (NYC), Sirius String Quartet (NYC), Champs d’Action (Antwerp), 
Black Jackets Company (Brussels), Q-O2 (Brussels), Trio Event (Berlin), Keith Rowe 
Electroacoustic Ensemble (Brussels), Magpie Music and Dance Company (Amsterdam), Ensemble 
Sospeso, Henneman String Quartet, Maartje ten Hoorn String Quartet, Ghalia Benali, Freiburg 
Ballett, Scapino Ballet Rotterdam, Netherlands Dance Theater III, Trio Celine, and many others.  
 

 

Other notable festival appearances: Ars Musica Festival Brussels, 2002-2004; Cutting Edge 
Festival, 2003/2007, Transit Festival Leuven, 2001/2007; Melbourne International Jazz Festival, 
2001; The Kitchen Improvisation Festival, NY, 2001; STEPS Festival Switzerland, 2007, Taktlos 
Festival, Bern 2007, Tanz in August, 2002; Prix de Lausanne, 2002; Doek Festival, 2003 and 
2005; Holland Dance Festival, 2004 and 2005; New York Film Festival 2006, Chinese Film Festival, 
Lincoln Center, New York, 2005; Tribeca Film Festival, 2005.  

 
 
 
 
Broadcasts:  

 
BBC broadcast Plus Minus Ensemble at the Cutting Edge Festival in 2006 and also filmed our 
performance at the National Portrait Gallery in 2007. We were also recorded at the Cutting Edge 
Festival, London 2003 and later broadcasted.  

 

Radio Clara, broadcast of the CD Eavesdropper and Waterman in its entirety as well as an 
interview with Yves de Mey and myself.  
 
I am 116-A celebration of Marcel Duchamp at W139-Amsterdam, live internet broadcast from New 
York to Amsterdam for a concert as part of the show I am 116, curated by Will Holder and Ann 
Demeester. Trio: Alex Waterman, Chris Mann, and David Watson. 

Exhibitions:  



 

Between Thought and Sound-Graphic Notation in Contemporary Music, The Kitchen NYC, co-
curated by Alex Waterman, Deb Singer, and Matthew Lyons. Four performances and a catalogue 
accompanied the exhibition of 31 artists. www.thekitchen.org 
 
Agapē at Miguel Abreu Gallery NYC. Organized by Alex Waterman, 7 performances and a catalogue 
accompanied the show. www.miguelabreugallery.com. 

 

TEACHING & OUTREACH 

 
Workshops in Composition and Improvisation 

 

COMA summer sessions at the University of Leeds, Plus Minus resident ensemble. Performed 
student works and gave workshops as well as performing a concert. 
 
Magpie Music and Dance Company, working as one of the longtime members of the improvisation 
collective of dance and music, we have taught international workshops dealing with the practice of 
composition and improvisation, and the interaction between music and dance, in Holland, Spain, 
Germany, and in the US.  1999-2005 
http://www.magpiemusicdance.com 

 Pia Workshops, gave workshops together with Michael Schumacher in Amsterdam. 2003 and 2004. 
http://www.piartists.com/workshops/ 

 Theaterschool AHK Amsterdam, Guest lectures in Composition and Improvisation. 2000-03.  
http://www.the.ahk.nl/ 

 NYU Dance and Theater Department Summer Program in Amsterdam 2001, Accompanied and co-
taught improvisation with Katie Duck and other members of Magpie Music and Dance Company.  

Lectures  

 

New York University-conference on Music and Poetics 2006. Lectured on graphic notation and 
collective composition.  
 
Bard College MFA Summer program, “A Brief History of Graphic Notation Systems.” July 2005. 
 
University of Antwerp, Symposium on Sound. Lectured on the work with Yves de Mey for the 
record, Eavesdropper and Waterman. April 12, 2004. 

Interviews  

 

WDR (West German Radio and Television), televised interview about the Six Suites program at the 
Holland Dance Festival, 2005.  
Radio 4 Netherlands, Interview on the program Viertakt about the Bach Suites performance at the 
Holland Dance Festival by Alex Waterman and 7 Choreographers, October 29, 2005. 
Lyons Biennale 2004, Press Conference. 
Klara (Belgian VRT), Interview on the occasion of being a finalist in the Prix Italia with the 
recording Eavesdropper and Waterman (produced by Radio Klara). 2003 
Klara (Belgian VRT), Interview about the workshops and commission for Black Jackets Company 
and Champ d’Action the Brugge 2002 Festival.  
Spanish National Radio, live panel interview with Katie Duck and Alex Waterman, discussing their 
work together as well as the work of the Magpie Music and Dance Company, Madrid, Spain. 2002. 

 



PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Event Organization: 

 Guest curator at the Kraakgeluiden in de binnestad series in Amsterdam, weekly concerts of 
electroacoustic, experimental and improvised music. 2004 season. 

 
Robert Ashley residency at the Royal Conservatory The Hague, NL; 2005. Co-produced together 
with Martijn Padding and Nathan Fuhr, a weeklong residency of Mr. Ashley with performances, 
lecture, and discussions.  

 

Co-director of MusicLab- Les Bains::Connective Brussels. Organized residencies, workshops, 
laboratories and public events, with people such as: Pauline Oliveiros, Phil Niblock, Anthony 
Coleman, Ned Rothenberg, Eric Thielemans, The Black Jackets Company and Q-02 Ensemble.  
2002-03 

 
Organized a festival of the music of Brian Ferneyhough at Oberlin Conservatory in 1998. I also 
performed the Time and Motion Study II on the program, including performances by the Oberlin 
Contemporary Music Ensemble and the ensemble “Sounding” from UCSD.  

 

HONORS 

Awards and Grants:  

 

Recipient of the Mac Cracken Fellowship from New York University, a five year award for Doctoral 
study and research resulting in a PhD in historical musicology.  
 
Finalist in the Prix Italia prize for radio productions. Nominated for the record Eavesdropper and 
Waterman 2003, Belgian VRT, Radio Klara.  

 

Netherland America Foundation study loan for Graduate work at the Royal Conservatory in 
Holland, 1999-2001.  
 
Louis Sudler Prize for the Arts, Oberlin College, 1998. 

Commissions:  

 

Eavesdropper and Waterman (2003) CD recording, produced by Radio Klara and Concertgebouw 
Brugge. 
 
Heaven is a Radio (2003) Frascati Theater Amsterdam. Music for solo dancer Michael Schumacher, 
performed live, on cello and electronics, by Alex Waterman.  

 Plastic Isolation (2002) Champs d’Action Ensemble, commissioned for the Brugge 2002 Festival, 
performed in the Toyo Ito Pavilion.  

 Tour de France (2002) Black Jackets Ensemble, American Air Festival/ Brugge 2002 Festival.  
Performed in the Concertgebouw Brugge. 

 The Moment (2001) Netherlands Dance Theater III, performed at the “Tanz in August Festival” in 
the Hebbel Theater in Berlin, Germany.  

 
 
 



PUBLICATIONS 

Recent Articles and Research:  

 

“Music Top Ten 2007,” Artforum, December 2007.  
 
Agapē, edited by Alex Waterman and Will Holder, Miguel Abreu Gallery.  Catalogue to accompany 
the exhibition. Edition of 500.  
 
“SHOOT THE PLAYER PIANO!” appeared in Dot Dot Dot Magazine, issue 14, 2007.  
 
“Res Facta,” appeared in Dot Dot Dot, issue 12, 2006.  
 

 
“Robert Ashley’s Trio WHITE ON WHITE (1963) Collective Reading and the Surface of the Score.” 
FoArm Magazine issue 5 (Autonomy).    
http://foarm.artdocuments.org/  

 
 
“Drawn Together-graphic notation in music and the social act of reading.” Scorched Earth 
Magazine, New York. Forthcoming in late 2008.  

Discography:  

 

Alex Waterman has appeared on, arranged and written music for the following records: 
 
“Pussy Cats” Starring The Walkmen by The Walkmen (Record Collection) 2006 
Their Refinement of the Decline by Stars of the Lid (Kranky) 2007 
Zap Mama-Supermoon (Heads Up) 2007 
Ghalia Benali 2006 
Gravitones and Strings (Data Records, Amsterdam) 2006 
Eavesdropper and Waterman (knobsounds Brussels) 2003 
Maartje ten Hoorn String Quartet (Data records Amsterdam) 2004 
Henneman String Quartet – Strepen (DVD and CD) and Piazza Pia (CD) 2002-4 
STRUNG (Sublingual SLR011) with Jon Rose, Steve Heather, Cor Fuhler and more. 2001 

 
 
 

TECHNICAL SKILLS 

Music/Sound: 

 Editing in Pro Tools and Logic Audio. Live sound, working with PA systems and sound installations.  

Languages: 

 French, Dutch and German 

 
 


